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FERSONAL HISTORIES

JORDAN WATSON-—was born in Bedford county, May 15, 1830, a
son of Barnet A. and‘Polly (Wheat) Watson, Iis father died in Januavy, 1862,
and his mother in November. 1880. At Peaksville, this county, October 28,
1851, he married Nancy Ellis, who was born in Page county, Virginia, Septem-
ber 21, 1819. She was a daughter of Joseph Ellis, who was born in Fauquier
county, Virginia, and who died September 18, 1850. Her mother, whuge
maiden name was Rachel Jones, was born in Page county, and died on the §th
of April, 1854. Five children were born to Mr. and Mrs. ‘Watson, and death
has taken three: Their record is: Alice Laura, born August 10, 1852, lives at
home; Rachel Ellis, born April 9, 1854, died April 14, 1882; Hubert F., born
January 4, 1856, lives at Liberty; Aruminta Irvin, born February 24, 1858,
died October 19, 1802; Mary Josephine, born December 17, 1859, died January
24, 1862. Jordan Watson was a soldier of Virginia, and paid a heavy price for
his loyalty to his nutive State. He enlisted August 12, 1861, Company E, 84th
Virginia Infantry, went into service August 26, and was in all the engage-
nuents around Petersburg and Richmond, until three days before the surren-
der; was then taken prisoner and sent to Newport News, and thers held until
June 15, 1865.  Within twelve months of the time he left home two of his
children died, his stables were set on fire and burned, with his only horse, best
cow and all his plowing gear, From that time until he was released and re-
turned home, his wife, with her little children, had to struggle along alone,
making us brave a fight for their lives and her own as he was making in the
field. Mr. Watson has a farm of 180 ucres of land in a high state of cultiva-
tion, aud peace and plenty are now the reward for the sacrifices of himsell
and his worlhy wife in earlier years. His postoffice address is Peaksville, Bed-
ford county, Virginia.

OWEN W. WATSON—son of James F. and Cynthia (Wilkerson)
‘Watson, was born ig Bedford county, October 29, 1839. His father died in
1869, and his mother died in August, 1881. He has been three times married,
His home has always Leen in Bedford county, and he is engaged in the avoca-
tions of farm life. His first wife, who was Mary Clarke before marringe, died
in 1858. He married secondly Virginia €. Painter, who was born in 1885, and
died March 19, 1873, leaving him two daughters: Lillian, born September 4,
1868, and Maggie, born May 4, 18717w%Bedford county, May 20, 1874, Rebecca
M. Burkholder became the wife of' Owen W. Watson, and their daughter
Minnie was born Aprif 20, 1875. Rebecca M., wife of Mr. Watson, was born
in Botetourt county, Virginia, September 14, 1835, a daughter of Isaac and
Martha R. (Douglas) Burkholder. Her parents were born in Botetourt county,
and her father died in August, 1882, her mother in April, 1866. July 21, 1863,
Owen W, Watson enlisted in Company A, 28th Virginia Iofantry, and he was
wounded at Sharpsburg, September 17, 1862. He participated in & number of
other battles unharmed, and served till the surrender.. His postoffice address
is Sedalia, Bedford county, Virginia.

WILLIAM N. WATSON—son of James F. and Cynthis (Wilker-
son) Watson, was born in Bedford county, June 8, 1825. In this county, Sep-
tember 12, 1840, he married Louisa Coleman, and they have one daughter,
Sarah Lee, born December 10, 1851, a résident in this county, The wife of
Mr. Walson was born in Bedford county, October 20, 1825, a daughter of Leroy
and Sally (Wilkerson) Coleman. Her father died April 6, 1856, and her mother
died April 8, 1858. The father of Mr., Watson died April 22, 1869, and his
mother died in August, 1881, In the war between the States, William N,
Watson was represented in the army by a substitute, Captain William V,
Jordan, in the 34th Virginia Infantry. 1le had seven brothers in the service:
James M., Owen W,, Joseph P,, Culvin F., Benjamin P., Barnett C., and
Charles E.  All served through the war with credit, and returned home un-
harmed, after taking part in most of the battles in which the army of Northern
Virginia was engaged. During the ‘war, General Lee visited the Peaks of
Otter, and expressed a wish .to visit Jumes F. Watson, * the father who had
given seven sons to defend Virginia's honor and rights.” William N, Watson
owns and cultivates a farm of 218 acres, near Peaksville, in Liberty district.
His postoffice address is Peaksville, Bedford county, Virginia,

JAMES M. WELLS—is a native of Mecklenburg county, Virginia,
born March 81, 1844, and a son of John D. and Martha (Harris) Wells, His
mother died in 1847. Alexander Wells, grandfatlier of James M., was a sol-
dier in the war for Independence, and James M. was a soldier of the war be-
tween the States. He was a participant in the battles of Bluntville, Cold Har-
bor, Petersburg, and many others of less importance, In Campbell county,
Virginia, April 25, 1866, he married Armitta Phillips, who was born in Nelson
county, Virginia, April 25, 1844. Nelson Phillips, her father, died in 1855,
and her mother, whose maiden name was Anna Phillips, died in 1876. In 1808
James M. Wells sottled in Bedford county, engaging in mechanical purauits,
and in the home he had here ‘established are six of the seven children of his
marriage, death having taken one: John Nelson, born February 1, 1867; Martha
Rosanna, December §, 1888; Robert Edward, February 10, 1871, died in 1872;
Robert Edward, born December 6, 1873; Ella Lee, June 9, 1876; Anna Lowry,
June 26, 1879; Carrie Belle, April 5, 1883,  James M. Wells' postoffice address
is Bufordville, Bedford county, Virginia.

CHARLES H. WHEST—is of the West family, eminent in the early
«ettlement of Eastern Virginia. His great-grandfather, Obediah West, came
rorn Tidewater Virginia to Bedford county, and his grandfather and father

*made their home here. He is a son of John £nd Judy (Howell) West,

were both born in Bedford county, and are still living here, and his birth

n Bedford county, on the 8th of March, 1880, Two of his mother's bro-

-8 were soldiers of the Southern army, Alex. F. and Moses W, Howell. The
=ag wounded, had a finger shot off. Charles H. West is blacksmithing,
postoflice address at Rigna, Bedford county, Virginia,

AlesT

OF BEDFORD COUNTY.

S. A. WEST—was born in Prince Edward county, Virginia, Decem-
ber 9, 1843, a son of Dr. Robert and Ann E. (Scott) West. He isof Euglish
descent, his ancestors enrly settlers at West Point, King William couuty, His
father settled in practice in Appomattox county, and there died. ilis mother
is now the wife of R. B. Holliday, of Winchester. S. A. West was u student
of Randolph Macon College when Virginia severed her relations with the Fed-
eral government. In 1862 he answered her call for troops, enlisting in the 25th
Battalion of Virginia Infantry. During his service he was commissioned lieu.
.tenant. He was captured at Sailor Creek and held at Johnsons Island for
three months. A brother, G. M. West, served in the 2d Virginia Cavalry, and
8 younger brother, Robert, joined the Reserves, at the age of sixteen years, In
Mecklenburg county, January 10, 1872, S. A, West married L, D. Hinton, who
was born in that county December 5, 1850. Their children were born: Annie
8., October 28, 1872; Itobert, May 10, 1874, decensed; Robert, October 15, 1875:
decensed; Minerva H., July 1, 1878; Junie H.. May 18, 1880; J. Frank, March
24, 1883, The wife of Mr. West was a daughter of P. L. and Minerva (Davis)
Hinton, both of whom died in Mecklenburg county.. Her father went from
Petersburg to muke his home in Mecklenburg county, and his family had long
been residents of Dinwiddie county, where they made their home on coming
to this country from Wales, in the early days of Virginia settlement. She had
two brothers in the Southern army: William E. Hinton, in Goode's Cavalry,
twice wounded and afterward captain in the infantry service, and Dr, P. L.
Hinton, Assistant Hospital Surgeon in Georgia. In 1877, S. A. West settled
in Bedford county, on an eatnte of 130 acres. His postoffice address is Goodes
Crossing, Bedford county, Virginia.

THOMAS 8. WEST—is a native of Appomattox county, Virginia,
born Jn;nuaty 28,1842, a son of John W, and Maria F. (Scott) West. In 1857
he came with his parents to Bedford county. The first of the name and fam.-
ily of Mr. West to settle in Virginia were of English birth, and settied near
West Point, in King William county. As soon as Virginia cast in her for-
tunes with the South Confederacy, Th 8. West entered its army, and
he served in Company A, 2d Virginia Cavalry, until the close of the wilr, re-
ceiving deserved prumotion to the rank of lieutenani, His marringo was sol-
emnized in Bedford county, May 21, 1868, and his wife is Sulliv ., daughter
of Thomas and M. Elizs (Burton) Poindexter. She was born in Bedford county,
January 18, 1846. Her father was born in Louisa county, Virginia, and /licd
in Bedford county. Her mother is now the wife of Dr. R. B, Thompson. The
children of Mr. and Mrs. West are: Thomas P., John F., Eugene 1t., Cornelia
C., Sidney D., Maria J., Edgar M. In 1873 Thomas S. West scrved as commis-
sioner of revenue in Bedford county. He hasa farm in Outer district, and his
poatoffice address is Bellevue, Bedford county, Virgiziu,

CHARLES W. WHARTON—is a son of John A, and Isabella
(Brown) Wharton, who have been many years honored residents of Bedford
county, and he was born in this county. In Augusta, Georgia, December 10,
1879, he was united in marriage with Estelle, daughter of Lafayette and Maria,
(Watson) Steptoe. They have two children, Charles W., and Muie L. 'The
parents of-Mrs, Wharton are no longer living. Her birth was in Lynchburg,
Campbell county, Vitginia. L. B, Wharton, brother of Charles W., was two
years chaplain of the 59th Virginia fnfuntr_v, Confederate Stutes Army. Charles
W.Wharton is a trusted officer of the bank at Liberty, Bedford county, Virginia.

FOREST D. WHEAT—is a farmer of Liberty district, Bedford
county, and was born in this county, January 10, 1840. He was 4 son of For-
est Wheat, who died in August, 1864, and' Jane (Dooley) Wheat, who died in
1870. April 10, 1861, Forest D. Wheat enlistod in Company A, 2d Virginia
Cuvalry, and from that time till the close of the war he was in active service
with his company, except when disabled by a wound received at Charles City

C. H., June 24, 1864, which Lkept himn from the field five months. His regi-

ment was a part of the gallant Army of Northern Virginia. In Bedford county,
August 9, 1853, was born Eudora N, Everett, daughter of Anderson and Mil-
dred A. Everett, of this county. - Her father died in 1842, In Bedford county,
June 24, 1874, she became the wife of Forest D. Wheat, and they have two
children: Eleanor 8., born June 25, 1876; Carey ., October 6, 1878, Mr. Wheat
has held the office of magistrate, ably discharging its duties for the term of
one year. -His postoffice address is Peaksville, Bedford county, Virginia.

JOSEPH F. WHEAT—}born in Bedford county, September 10, 1842,

and Rebecca F. Bramlette, born in this county, August 8, 1849, were in this .

county united in wedlock on the 5th of September, 1865. Six children bless
their marriage: James C., born June 26, 1860; Eva M., March 21, 1868; Elia
B., January 5, 1871; Charley C., November 16, 1873; Mary E., September 5,
1875; Eddie H., September 22, 1841. Hazel Wheat, born in’ Bedford county,
and Eliza M. Wheat, born in Amherst county, are the parents of Joseph F,
Wheat, and his wife is a daughter of C. ¥. and Fraffces M. Bramlette, form-
erly of Bedford county and now deceased. Her father died in July, 1873, and
her ther died in October, 1865. From -July 10, 1861, until April 9, 1865,
Joseph F. Wheat was a member of Company E, 84th Virginia Infantry, par-
ticipating in all the engagements of that gallant regiment, awui.g them:
Seven Pines, the battles of the Peninsula, around Petersburg, and many
others. Between Petersburg and Richmond, May 12, 1864, he was wounded
by a ball through the left leg and disabled for active service but was on de-
tached.duty until the close of the war, At the close of the war he returned
to farming, which still occupies his attention. He has a beautiful farm lying
at the foot of the Blue Ridge range, in full view of the Peaks of Otter. His
pastoffice address is Otterville, Bedford county, Virginia.

JOHN M. W HITE—was born in Bedford county, July 27, 1829, and was
married in this county December 9, 1852. He married Mary Virginia White,
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